
FULL COUNCIL  

2 FEBRUARY 2016 

REPORT OF THE LEADER OF THE COUNCIL 

1. COUNCIL UPDATE REGARDING CABINET 

1.1 Purpose of Report 

To advise Council of the main decisions taken at the Cabinet meetings held on 10 
December 2015 and 14 January 2016 and to report on other issues of interest. 

1.2 Background 

1.2.1 This report highlights some of those decisions which have been made, but not all. 
Members wishing to view the individual reports and decisions made can find these at 
http://eservices.solihull.gov.uk/mgInternet/mgListCommittees.aspx?bcr=1. 

1.3 Decisions 

Cabinet 10 December 2015 

1.3.1 The Cabinet Member for Education, Skills and Culture invited Cabinet to consider the 
outcome of the statutory process on the proposals to expand Blossomfield Infant 
School and Greswold Primary School from September 2016. Having done so, 
Cabinet went on to approve the expansion of Blossomfield from 180 to 270 places 
and Greswold from 420 to 630 places, both from 1 September 2016. 

1.3.2 The Cabinet Member for Stronger Communities and Partnerships invited Cabinet to 
consider whether the Council should contribute to the Syrian Vulnerable Persons 
Resettlement Scheme (SVPRS). Cabinet was informed that the Council’s 
involvement was voluntary and that it would be free to determine the scope and detail 
of a resettlement programme, including the number of refugees to be assisted, the 
size of families or households, the ages of children, the location for accommodation 
and the scope of the support services to be provided.  

1.3.3 The Cabinet Member explained that it was right that the Council participated in the 
UK’s humanitarian response to the plight of those affected by the conflict in Syria. 
Cabinet welcomed the responsible way that the Council had thought-out and planned 
the initiative. Members also referenced the experience the Council had gained in 
supporting Unaccompanied Asylum Seeking Children, and how this knowledge could 
be used to support the refugees. Members also wanted to make it clear that the 
refugees that the Council would be welcoming should not be confused with illegal 
immigrants. It noted that all the refugees who entered the VPRS were selected by the 
United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees from those who were in refugee 
camps in countries neighbouring Syria. The Cabinet Member envisaged that a 
network of support would be developed which would include the voluntary sector and 
other local authorities across the West Midlands who had also agreed to support the 
refugee crisis. The Cabinet Member would also be requesting that the Stronger 
Communities and Neighbourhood Services Scrutiny Board review the SVPRS 
implementation in the spring of 2016. 

1.3.4 Cabinet agreed that an offer be made to the West Midlands Strategic Migration 
Partnership (WMSMP) to take an agreed number of refugees through the scheme 
during 2016. Oversight of the implementation of the resettlement programme will be 
carried out by the Solihull Leaders’ Board (i.e. the leaders and/or Chief Executives of 
the key public services in Solihull). The Council’s Chief Executive will finalise the 
referral arrangements with the WMSMP. 

http://eservices.solihull.gov.uk/mgInternet/mgListCommittees.aspx?bcr=1


Cabinet 14 January 2016 
 

1.3.5 The Cabinet Member for Managed Growth delivered his regular update on economic 
conditions in Solihull. Specifically, investment and enterprise in 2015/16 which is 
seen as a key indicator of economic health and an identified priority for the regional 
devolution agenda. Cabinet noted and welcomed the growth in economic trends and 
stressed the importance of ensuring that the jobs created were for local people, and 
that the skills agenda maximised employment opportunities. Cabinet was advised 
that an analysis of skill requirements in the West Midlands for the next 10 years had 
recently been completed and occupational analysis would assist in creating 
employment opportunities and highlighting training needs.  

1.3.6 The other matter on this agenda was considered in private when Cabinet agreed an 
allocation of a sum of money from the Budget Strategy Reserve as compensation to 
be paid to a third party towards the costs incurred during the closure of a care home. 

1.4 Issues of Interest/Good News 

1.4.1 Since the last meeting of Council on the 1st December I have attended a number of 
engagements on behalf of the Borough. Although not all I will give a short summary 
of some. 

1.4.2 4 December saw the launch of Midlands Engine through a summit at Birmingham 
University. The event was attended by some four hundred plus delegates from 
across the whole of the Midland Region. The event was led by Sajid Javid MP, 
Secretary of State for Business Innovation and Skills, together with Marcus Jones, 
MP Parliamentary Under Secretary of State for Communities and Local Government. 
As Leader I was invited to be part of a panel taking questions from the floor on the 
issues such as the future role of the Combined Authority, particularly its links with 
business through the Local Enterprise Partnerships and the ambition to develop a 
skills agenda to meet the needs of business going forward. 

1.4.3 On 9 December, I attended the Bi-Annual meeting of the Solihull Partnership hosted 
by Solihull College. This was an opportunity to discuss the need for effective 
partnership here in Solihull to meet the emerging agenda and the role of partners 
both statutory and non-statutory, have in delivering our shared key priorities for 
Solihull. 

1.4.4 On 15 December, I met with Parish Councils on the continuing round of engagement 
events to discuss with them the emerging role of the Combined Authority and 
negotiation on the proposed devolution deal which will bring several hundred million 
pounds of future investment in Solihull. The debate was wide ranging and informative 
and will be followed by further events as issues emerge. 

1.4.5 On 18 January, Solihull hosted a visit by Sir David Higgins, Chairman of HS2 Ltd, 
together with key members of the HS2 team. This was an opportunity to update Sir 
David on the whole UK Central strategy together with issues regarding the 
Interchange site and future delivery models for the HS2 Growth Strategy. Sir David 
was clearly well briefed prior to our meeting on our ambitions and noted the progress 
made to date. 

1.4.6 21 January saw a meeting with the Solihull Area Committee of Parish Councils. Two 
issues were discussed in some depth. Both the proposed devolution deal and the 
consultation on the Solihull Local Plan Review. 



1.4.7 On 22nd January, there was a fact finding visit to the Borough by Brandon Lewis MP, 
Minister of State for Housing and Planning. The Minister wanted to see at first hand 
the delivery of the regeneration programme for North Solihull. Representatives of the 
North Solihull Partnership, Bellway Homes, the Homes and Communities Agency, 
SCH and local residents were on hand to describe how the regeneration programme 
was being delivered and what the changes meant to them. 


